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the stricter sects maintain, or at least incapable of being
good citizens, as some of the B.B.C. theologians have
recently told us.*1 To the Taoist and the Buddhist, as to the
great Christian mystics, the supreme Reality is incompre-
hensible and its nature cannot be defined in human language,
but can only be suggested by myths and images. To call
God Father or a 'Friend behind phenomena' or a 'Saviour1
is more a metaphor than a statement of fact. Myths and
metaphors are the only means by which man's limited
intelligence expresses the inexpressible. Even the Semitic
religions will have to accept this view. The damnation of
the unbeliever is a doctrine which they will have to give up
as one which is not an aid to the good life but is opposed to
it, inasmuch as it develops hatred and fanaticism.

The spirit of toleration comes out in an incident reported
by Miss Brendon.2 She asked the Abbot of Fa Yuan Ssu
why there were tablets on the altar of his temple for the souls
of the European soldiers who were killed in the Great War.
*Do you not realize/ she asked, 'that none of these soldiers
were Buddhists?* 'Yes/ he answered, 'but may we not
admire the beauty of their sacrifice ? and are not all faiths
fundamentally alike in that they desire the good of all
mortals? In your Christian churches do you not pray for
the salvation of all and believe in it?' Miss Brendon
hesitated to give an affirmative answer to this question.

In practice almost all the Chinese people, whatever their
religious faiths may be, accept the Confucian ideals. Filial
piety and the appeal of history3 are formative forces in

1.    The Rationalist Annual (1944), p. 4

2.    Peking (1929), p. 219 quoted in Pratt: The Pilgrimage of Buddhism*
p. 395

3.    *To gather in the same places where our fathers before  us have
gathered;   to perform the same ceremonies which they before  us have
performed; to p!ay the same music which they before us have played; to pay
respect to those whom they honoured; to love those who were dear to them
--in feet, to serve those now dead as if they were still with us; this is the highest
.achievement of true filial piety.' See Analects* When me great Ancestor eaerciB-
<sd sway over the earth, there was no mternecine strife.  The Ancestor 37 is
the universal ruler and all schools of Chinese thought believe that they haw